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New York Parks 

NATURAL 

11.6%
22,220 
Acres 

LANDSCAPED 28.9%
55,360 Acres

GREEN 40.5%

We Manage:
• Half of all natural areas (10,000 

acres)

o 7,300 acres forest
o 2,200 acres wetlands
o 66 miles stream

• 12% of all landscapes 

• Half of all Trees

In New York City



NYC Parks’ Urban Forest
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Street Tree Census Results
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Street Tree Stem Count
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Street trees counted in 1996, 2006, and 2016 
by borough (% increase)



Leafiest Blocks
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2015 Street Tree Density



Change from 2006--Tree Count
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trees_to_add

< 75

76 - 175

176 - 550

551 - 1,000

> 1,000

Parks and Open Space

per Census Tract

Bronx 30,000
Brooklyn 60,000
Manhattan 18,000
Queens 94,000
Staten Island 38,000
Total 240,000
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Street Tree Planting Potential

New Tree Potential 
by Census Tract



What Drives Where We Plant? 

Tree Planting Service Requests



What Drives Where We Plant? 
• 311 Service Requests (~18,000/ year) 
• Permitted Removal Replacements
• Electeds’ Directed Funding
• Zoning requirements
• Natural Disasters
• Pest Infestations



What Drives Where We Plant? 

Tree Planting Service Requests



Stapleton

East New York

East Harlem

Hunts 
Point/Morrisania

Far Rockaway

2007- 2017 Trees for Public Health (TPH) 
Neighborhoods 



Cool Neighborhoods
HVI and Estimated Trees Needed to Achieve Full 
Stocking, by Community District



Cool Neighborhoods Tree Planting Progress

2018 2019 2020

TOTAL 
PROGRESS TO-
DATE

Borough
Bronx 772         625       760 2,157
Brooklyn 803         727       1,868 3,398
Manhattan 98           184       45 327
Queens 132         299       74 505
Total 1,805 1,835 2,747 6,387

Fiscal Year
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The Bronx
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Brooklyn
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Manhattan



20

Queens



What Drives Where We Plant? 
• 311 Service Requests (~18,000/ year) 
• Permitted Removal Replacements
• Electeds’ Directed Funding
• Zoning requirements
• Natural Disasters
• Pest Infestations
• Administration Priorities



Tree Supply

grow
Sure supply of 
bespoke trees 
grown for NYC 
Parks under long 
term contracts with 
two nurseries

del iver
Tree planting 
contractor “accepts” 
trees from nursery 
for planting on the 
streets of NYC

care
High quality, 
selective, and 
diverse pallet of 
species cult ivated 
and shaped for 
urban l i fe

dig
Special equipment, 
and protective 
wrapping, and 
gentle handling 
maximizes root 
retention
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Street Trees Species 

(includes Cultivars)
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57
Forest Tree Species

Nursery Contract Year

Trees Diversity

• Greater Diversity

• Higher Quality
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Land Use

Presence Of 
Overhead 

Wires

Surrounding 
Environment

Historic Design 
Considerations

Species 
Selection



Planting
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Establishment and Guarantee
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NYC Parks’ Urban Forest
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New York City Natural Area Forests



New York City Forests

in that area



Ecological Assessment

• Partnership with Natural Areas 
Conservancy

• Ecological Assessment conducted in 
2013-14 in natural areas citywide in 
over 1,200 plots.

• Collected data on abundance, 
composition and structure of native 
and invasive species

• Forest Management Framework

• Management sites prioritized and 
organized into potential for intensive 
restoration, management and long 
term maintenance



URBAN

Animals

SOIL

Environmental 
Factors People

In-house Staff

Capital Contracts

Set Targets





Invasive Species

Porcelainberry

Japanese Honeysuckle

Asiatic Bittersweet

Multiflora Rose

Mugwort

Japanese Knotweed
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Restoration techniques

• Mechanical
• Chemical
• Biological
• Cultural



Restoration

• Native planting following 2-3 years of 
invasive species removal

• 1 gallon shrubs and 2 gallon trees

• Most often performed by volunteers

• Contractors, in-house crews too



Tree Planting



Grow Good Trees

37The Future City is a Green City

Col lect  Local  
Seed
Find ecotypical sources and 
follow strict collection 
protocols

Store Properly
For short term and long -
term use

Propogate
Be persistent in producing 
diff icult species not 
commercially available

Grow to Size
Partner with local 
nurseries 



Native Species Planting Guide – 3rd Edition

Updates
• Table of Contents
• Ecosystems of New York City
• Forever Wild Maps
• Stormwater Tolerant Plants
• Urban Plant Communities / Planting in the Built Environment
• Wetland indicator status
• RTE species

Additions
• Planting Near Natural Areas
• Problematic Species
• Species Least Preferred by Deer

38Title of Presentation Goes Here



THANK YOU
Jennifer Greenfeld, Assistant Commissioner
Forestry, Horticulture & Natural Resources

Metro Hort Group Monthly Meeting
September 22, 2020


